
 

 

 

Hello friends: 
 
Wow, what a great experience we've had together. 
 
Against all odds, with your clear voices and your resolve, although we lost the 
March 7 election, we won the argument.  
 
As many L.A. media outlets are reporting, despite the defeat of Measure S, we 
have clearly and dramatically altered the debate in a city where just a year ago, 
elected leaders denied serious problems of undue developer influence inside 
City Hall. 
 
In the last two weeks, the political establishment and a group of billionaire 
developers came at Measure S with all they had — pouring $5 million in last-
minute money against us, allowing the No on S campaign to dominate the 
airwaves — and win. 
 
But we see great success here. And your voice is critical to that. We can now 
move forward with confidence, to demand transparency and true public input, 
and to hold City Hall more accountable. 
 
This was a people’s campaign in the truest sense — from the challenge of 
gathering of 104,000 signed petitions, to the great reward of holding dozens of 
town halls, rallies, press conferences house meetings and protests, in which 
many of you participated. 
 
Together, we charged ahead with a strong heart. 
 
We are humbled by the tens of thousands of you who voted Yes on Measure S 
on Tuesday, making it clear that L.A. City Hall must  work for the public 
interest, not the special interests. 
 
As Michael Weinstein said on Election Night, “The Coalition to Preserve LA 
made history in this campaign. We not only exposed corruption but we began a 
process of reform; we built a citywide movement and we planted the seeds of 
change. Los Angeles will be a better place to live as a result of the Yes on S 
campaign.” 
  
Measure S will go down in the books as one of the most successful ballot 



 

debates — that didn't actually win the vote. 
 
Measure S did this by uniting dozens of diverse groups across L.A., and in 
those groups we found commonality and a love for our communities. We found 
a terrific optimism about L.A., among many faces and voices. 
  
The Measure S campaign succeeded, completely, in challenging City Hall to be 
worthy of L.A.'s residents. 
 
L.A. elected leaders now widely agree that wealthy developers should of course 
not get to write their own environmental impact reports, a glaring conflict of 
interest, nor should developers hold private meetings to try to influence L.A. 
city planning commissioners. 
 
L.A. elected leaders also now agree with Measure S, that the City Council must 
return to its long-abandoned job of updating our 20-year-old General Plan and 
Community Plans. They also agree that the Council's frequent rewarding of 
special exemptions that let developers ignore these Plans must be a very rare 
act. 
 
It is now up to us, to see that City Hall does not bury these promises in 
committee, or otherwise delay these reforms. In the wake of this hard-fought 
election, they know we're watching them. 
 
We will keep you informed about next steps to bringing sensible planning and 
transparency to L.A. City Hall. 
 
So keep the faith, and know that we could not have changed this important 
conversation about what Los Angeles should become, without all of you. 
 
Each of you is part of a cohesive force that cannot be silenced.   
 
We sincerely thank you, 
The entire Yes on Measure S team 
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Save our Neighborhoods! 
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